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SUBJECT:

Approval to Adopt and Waive the Second Reading of Ordinance C.S.1260 Amending 
Chapter 6.78 of the County Code Regarding Enforcement Procedures for Unlawful 
Cannabis Activities Within the Unincorporated Areas of Stanislaus County
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1. Adopt and waive the second reading of Ordinance C.S. 1260 amending Chapter 
6.78 of the County Code regarding enforcement procedures for unlawful 
Cannabis activities within the unincorporated areas of Stanislaus County.
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1. Cannabis Enforcement ORD



2019-0689 

ORDINANCE NO. C.S. 1260 -----

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 6.78 "COMMERCIAL CANNABIS 
ACTIVITIES" MAKING AMENDMENTS TO THE ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS, STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA, ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Section 6. 78.170 of the Stanislaus County Code is amended to read 
as follows: 

"6.78.170 Grounds for Suspension or Revocation or Nonrenewal. 
"A. Commercial Cannabis Activity Permits may be revoked by the County's 

Chief Executive Officer for any violation of any law and/or any rule, 
regulation, condition of approval, and/or standard, including those adopted 
pursuant to this Chapter. 

"B. Any of the following shall be grounds for suspension or revocation of the 
Commercial Cannabis Activity Permit, based on substantial evidence: 
(1) Failure to comply with one or more of the conditions of the 

Commercial Cannabis Activity Permit or any County permits or land 
use conditions of approval, or any permit conditions placed on State 
permits or licenses; 

(2) The Commercial Cannabis Activity Permit was granted on the basis 
of false material information, written or oral, given willfully or 
negligently by the applicant; 

(3) Any act or omission by a Property Owner or Permittee that results in 
the violation of the provisions of this Chapter; 

(4) Any act or omission by a Property Owner or Permittee that results in 
the denial, revocation or suspension of the owner's or Permittee's 
State License; 

(5) Any act or omission that results in the revocation of a Property Owner 
or Permittee's commercial cannabis land use permit or development 
agreement under Title 21 and Title 22 of the Stanislaus County Code; 

(6) Any act or omission by a Property Owner or Permittee that violates 
State law or the Stanislaus County Code; 

(7) A Property Owner's or Permittee's failure to take appropriate action 
to evict or otherwise remove any Commercial Cannabis Activity 
Person or Owner who do not maintain the necessary permits or 
licenses in good standing with the County or State; 

(8) The Property Owner or Permittee allows any Commercial Cannabis 
Activity to operate in a manner that constitutes a nuisance, where the 
Property Owner or Permittee has failed to abate the nuisance after 
notice; or 

(9) Suspension of a license or permit issued by the State of California, 
or by any of its departments or divisions, shall immediately suspend 
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the ability of a Commercial Cannabis Activity to operate within the 
County, until the State of California, or its respective department or 
division, reinstates or reissues the State license. Should the State 
of California, or any of its departments or divisions, revoke or 
terminate the Commercial Cannabis Activity permit, such revocation 
or termination shall also revoke or terminate the ability of a 
Commercial Cannabis Activity to operate within Stanislaus County. 

"C. An application for renewal of a Commercial Cannabis Activity permit 
shall be rejected or denied if any of the following exists: 
(1) The application is filed less than 60 days before its expiration. 
(2) The Commercial Cannabis Activity permit is suspended or 

revoked at the time of the application. 
(3) The Commercial Cannabis Activity has not been in regular 

and continuous operation in the four months prior to the 
renewal application. 

(4) The Commercial Cannabis Activity has failed to conform to 
the requirements of this Chapter, or of any regulations 
adopted pursuant to this Chapter. 

(5) The Permittee fails or is unable to renew its State of California 
license. 

(6) If the County or State has determined, based on substantial 
evidence, that the Permittee or applicant is in violation of the 
requirements of this Chapter, of the County Code, or of the 
State rules and regulations, and the County or State has 
determined that the violation is grounds for termination or 
revocation of the Commercial Cannabis Activity Permit." 

Section 2. Section 6.78.180 of the Stanislaus County Code is amended to read 
as follows: 

"6. 78.180 Notice of Suspension or Revocation or Non-Renewal of the CCA Permit. 
"A. If the Chief Executive Officer determines that grounds for suspension or 

revocation or nonrenewal of the Permit exist pursuant to this Chapter, the 
County Chief Executive Officer shall issue a written Notice of Intention to 
revoke or suspend or non-renew the CCA Permit, as the case may be. The 
Notice of Intention shall be served on the Property Owner, as reported on 
the latest equalized assessment roll, and shall also be served on Permittee 
at the address reported on the Commercial Cannabis Activity Permits 
issued pursuant to this Chapter. The Notice of Intention shall be served by 
either personal delivery or by certified U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, return 
receipt requested. The Notice of Intention shall describe the property, the 
intention to revoke or suspend the CCA Permit, the grounds for revocation 
or suspension, the action necessary to abate the violation, the time limit for 
compliance, and the right to request a hearing before a Hearing Officer to 
present evidence as to why the CCA permit should not be suspended or 
revoked and shall notify them of the ten-day deadline to submit a written 
request for a hearing. 

2 



"B. The Property Owner and Permittees shall have ten business days from the 
service of the Notice of Intention to submit a written request for a hearing 
before the Hearing Officer to the Chief Executive Officer, or designee, who 
shall immediately forward the request to the hearing officer for a hearing. 
Failure to submit the written request for a hearing shall be deemed a waiver 
of the right to challenge the suspension or revocation of the CCA Permit 
and a failure to exhaust administrative remedies. If the hearing is not timely 
requested, the County may suspend or revoke the CCA Permit in 
accordance with the Notice of Intention. 

"C. In the event an action is initiated to obtain enforcement of the decision of 
the Hearing Officer, and judgment is entered to enforce the decision, the 
Property Owner and Permittee shall be jointly and severally liable to pay the 
County's total costs of enforcement, including reasonable attorney fees." 

Section 3. Section 6. 78.183 of the Stanislaus County Code is added to read as 
follows: 

"6. 78.183 Establishment of County Commercial Cannabis Hearing Officer. 
"A. Establishment. The board of supervisors hereby establishes the Office of 

the Stanislaus County Commercial Cannabis Hearing Officer pursuant to 
Chapter 14 (commencing with Section 27720) of Part 3 of Division 2 of Title 
3 of the California Government Code, to which office the board of 
supervisors shall by resolution appoint one or more administrative hearing 
officer(s). Each hearing officer shall be an attorney at law in good standing 
who has been admitted to practice before the courts of the state of California 
for at least five years. 

"B. Appointment, Term, and Compensation of Administrative Hearing 
Officer(s). Hearing officer(s) shall be independent contractors appointed for 
a period of not less than one year. The board of supervisors shall approve 
by resolution policies and procedures relating to the contracting with and 
compensation of administrative hearing officer(s). The compensation and/or 
future appointments of an administrative hearing officer shall not be directly 
or indirectly conditioned upon substance of his/her rulings, including but not 
limited to the amount of administrative fines levied. 

"C. Powers of the Administrative Hearing Officer(s). Hearing officer(s) shall 
have all powers enumerated in Government Code Sections 27721 and 
27722 as well as the power to in his or her discretion continue a hearing for 
no more than ten days upon a showing of good cause by a party of interest, 
the power to prepare a record of the proceedings, and the power to uphold 
fines and abatement orders and order that the cost of the abatement be 
specially assessed against the parcel." 

Section 4. Section 6. 78.185 of the Stanislaus County Code is added to read as 
follows: 

"6.78.185 Procedures Before the County Commercial Cannabis Hearing 
Officer. 
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"A. Hearings. 
(1) Permit Suspension or Revocation or Non-Renewal. Pursuant to 

Government Code Sections 25845(i) and 27721 (A), the hearing 
officer shall hold a hearing to determine whether grounds for 
suspension, revocation or nonrenewal of the commercial cannabis 
activity permit exists. Upon receipt of a timely written request for a 
hearing, the Hearing Officer shall set a date for a hearing to be held 
within thirty days of receipt of the request. Notice of the hearing, 
including the time, date, and location of the hearing, shall be served 
on the property owner and Permittees. Within thirty calendar days 
after the close of the hearing, the hearing officer shall issue a written 
decision, including a statement of the basis for the decision. The 
hearing officer's written decision shall constitute the final 
administrative decision of the county. 

(2) Nuisance or Unlawful Commercial Cannabis Activities. Pursuant to 
Government Code Sections 25845(i) and 27721 (A), the hearing 
officer shall hold an administrative hearing to determine whether the 
conditions described in the notice of violation, administrative citation 
and order to abate, and notice of hearing constitute a nuisance under 
county code or other relevant law, or whether there is any other good 
cause why the conditions should not be abated. The hearing shall be 
held no less than fourteen (14) calendar days after service of the 
notice of violation, administrative citation and order to abate, and 
notice of hearing. Upon written request by an owner or occupant 
received by the Chief Executive Officer no less than five days before 
the scheduled hearing date, the hearing may be continued one time 
upon a showing of good cause and at the discretion of the hearing 
officer, for no longer than ten (10) days. Within seven (7) calendar 
days after the close of the hearing, the hearing officer shall issue a 
written decision, including a statement of the basis for the decision. 
The hearing officer's written decision shall constitute the final 
administrative decision of the county. 

(3) General Rules. Administrative hearings are intended to be informal 
in nature. Formal rules of evidence and discovery do not apply. 
Witnesses shall be sworn. The hearing officer may question 
witnesses at any time and recall them as necessary for further 
testimony. All participants, including parties, counsel, and witnesses, 
will be expected to maintain a civil demeanor and to present only 
relevant evidence. The hearing officer is not required to accept into 
the record any evidence that is irrelevant to the matter before it. 

"8. Pre-Hearing Procedures. 
(1) The Chief Executive Officer, or designee, shall post the County's 

staff report, including relevant evidence to be considered by the 
hearing officer, on the County's website at least five days before the 
scheduled hearing date. 

(2) All parties to the hearing shall have the opportunity to testify, 
introduce exhibits, call and examine witnesses, and cross examine 
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opposing witnesses on any matter relevant to the issues. 
(3) In the event that the owner or occupant does not appear and present 

evidence at the hearing, the hearing officer may base his or her 
decision solely upon the evidence submitted by the Chief Executive 
Officer, or designee. Failure of the owner or occupant to appear and 
present evidence at the hearing shall constitute a failure to exhaust 
administrative remedies. 

(4) The hearing officer shall consider the matter de novo, and may 
affirm, reverse, or modify the determinations made by the Chief 
Executive Officer, or designee. 

"C. Post-Hearing Procedures. The hearing officer shall issue a written 
decision, which shall include findings of fact on material issues and the 
grounds in the record for those findings; any related conclusions of law or 
policy; any aggravating or mitigating circumstances that are pertinent to the 
decision; any costs, fines, and penalties and the reasons therefor; and, if 
requested by the Chief Executive Officer, or designee, an order authorizing 
the county to abate the nuisance and for the cost of the abatement to be 
specially assessed against the parcel. Such decision shall be mailed to, or 
personally served upon, the party requesting the hearing, any other parties 
upon whom the administrative citation and order was served, and the Chief 
Executive Officer, or designee. If an owner or occupant was represented by 
counsel at the hearing, then a copy of the decision shall instead be mailed 
to or personally served upon his/her counsel in lieu of being delivered or 
mailed to the owner or occupant. The decision shall constitute the county's 
final administrative decision when signed by the hearing officer and served 
as herein provided. 

"D. Appeals of Administrative Hearing Decisions and Orders. All final 
administrative decisions or orders may be appealed pursuant to 
Government Code Section 53069.4 or Code of Civil Procedure Section 
1094.5." 

Section 5. Section 6.78.190 of the Stanislaus County Code is amended to read 
as follows: 

"6.78.190 Enforcement. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any provision, or fail to comply with 

any of the requirements, of this Chapter. The County, and/or District Attorney, shall have 
the discretion to enforce the provisions of this Chapter by administrative penalties, civil 
remedies or by criminal proceedings. Any person violating any of the provisions or failing 
to comply with any of the mandatory requirements of this Chapter shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. The remedies provided by this Chapter are cumulative and in addition to 
any other remedies available at law or in equity." 

Section 6. Section 6. 78.200 of the Stanislaus County Code is amended to read 
as follows: 

"6. 78.200 Limitations on County's Liability. 
"A. To the fullest extent permitted by law, Stanislaus County shall not assume 
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any liability whatsoever with respect to having issued a Commercial 
Cannabis Activity permit pursuant to this Chapter or otherwise approving 
the operation of any Commercial Cannabis Activity. As a condition to the 
approval of any Commercial Cannabis Activity Permit, the applicant shall 
be required to meet all of the following conditions prior to issuance of the 
Commercial Cannabis Activity Permit: 
(1) Permittee must execute an agreement, in a form approved by County 

Counsel, agreeing to fully and completely indemnify, defend (at 
applicant's sole cost and expense), and hold Stanislaus County, and 
its officers, officials, employees, representatives, and agents, 
harmless, from any and all claims, losses, damages, injuries, 
liabilities or losses which arise out of, or which are in any way related 
to, the County's issuance of the commercial cannabis activity 
permit, the County's decision to approve the operation of the 
Commercial Cannabis Activity or activity, to process used by the 
County in making its decision, or the alleged violation of any federal, 
state or local laws by the Commercial Cannabis Activity or any of its 
officers, employees or agents. Permittee's indemnification obligation 
to the County includes fully reimbursing County for its attorney fees 
and costs in any case between Permittee and County over 
Permittee's Commercial Cannabis Activity. 

(2) Maintain insurance at coverage limits, and with conditions thereon 
determined necessary and appropriate from time to time by Risk 
Management. 

(3) Reimburse Stanislaus County for all its costs and expenses, 
including but not limited to legal fees and costs and court costs, 
which Stanislaus County may be required to pay as a result of any 
legal challenge related to the County's approval of the applicant's 
Commercial Cannabis Activity permit, or related to the County's 
approval of a Commercial Cannabis Activity including any case 
between applicant and County that relates in any way to the 
applicant's Commercial Cannabis Activity. The County of Stanislaus 
may, at its sole discretion, participate at its own expense in the 
defense of any such action with the legal counsel of County's own 
choice, but such participation shall not relieve any of the obligations 
imposed hereunder." 

Section 7. Section 6.78.210 of the Stanislaus County Code is amended to read 
as follows: 

"6. 78.210 Promulgation of Regulations. 
A. In addition to any regulations adopted by the County Board of Supervisors, 

the Chief Executive Officer, or designee, (collectively, "CEO") is authorized 
to establish any additional rules, regulations and standards governing the 
issuance, denial or renewal of Commercial Cannabis Activity Permits, the 
ongoing operation of Commercial Cannabis Activity and the County's 
oversight, if the CEO determines the rule, regulation or standard to be 
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necessary to carry out the purposes of this Chapter. 
B. Regulations issued by the CEO shall be published on the County's website. 
C. Regulations promulgated by the CEO shall become effective upon date of 

publication. Any and all Commercial Cannabis Activity shall be required to 
comply with all state and local laws and regulations, including but not limited 
to any rules, regulations or standards adopted by the CEO. 

Section 8. Section 6. 78.250, subparagraph (A) of the Stanislaus County Code 
is amended to read as follows: 

"A. As a condition of issuance of the CCA Permit, Property Owner and 
Permittee each authorize and consent to representatives of the County 
entering the location of the Commercial Cannabis Activity at any time, 
without notice, to inspect the location of any Commercial Cannabis Activity 
as well as any recordings and records required to be maintained pursuant 
to this Chapter or under applicable provisions of State law. The 
authorization and consent to inspection by the County includes but is not 
limited to interior areas of any structure on the property subject to the CCA 
Permit." 

Section 9. Section 6. 78.260 of the Stanislaus County Code is amended to read 
as follows: 

"6.78.260 Violations Declared a Public Nuisance, an Immediate Threat to 
Public Health, Safety and Welfare, and the Imposition of Fines. 

"A. Each and every violation of the provisions of this Chapter is hereby deemed 
unlawful, a public nuisance, and an immediate threat to public health, safety 
and welfare. Pursuant to Government Code section 53069.4, subdivision 
(a)(1)(B), the immediate imposition of fines or penalties pursuant to this 
Chapter are to protect the public health, safety and welfare against unlawful 
Commercial Cannabis Activity and other violations herein because they 
pertain to zoning, health or safety provisions of the County Code. 

"B. Commercial Cannabis Activities shall be considered unlawful and a 
nuisance in accordance with Section 2.92 of the County Code, for the 
purposes of authorizing the disconnection of public utilities from hazardous 
structures, as described in Section 16.45 of the County Code. 

"C. Unlawful or Nuisance Commercial Cannabis Activities - Fines. Because 
each unlawful or nuisance Commercial Cannabis Activity is a violation of 
the County Code and a public nuisance with unique impacts with a need for 
urgent abatement, and in order to enforce the County Code to protect the 
public health, safety and welfare, the purpose and intent of this Chapter is 
to impose the immediate imposition of daily fines for each and every 
unlawful or nuisance Commercial Cannabis Activity. Pursuant to 
Government Code section 53069.4 and other applicable constitutional and 
statutory authority, the violation of this ordinance shall be an infraction and 
the following daily fines are imposed upon each and every unlawful or 
nuisance Commercial Cannabis Activity: 
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(1) A fine not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100) for a first violation. 
(2) A fine not exceeding two hundred dollars ($200) for a second 

violation within one year of the first violation. 
(3) A fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) for each additional 

violation within one year of the first violation. 
The immediate imposition of daily fines for unlawful or nuisance 
Commercial Cannabis Activities are necessary because such activity 
poses unique and immediate risks to public health, safety and 
welfare. Unlawful or Nuisance Commercial Cannabis Activities is 
also potentially lucrative enough to incentivize unlawful activity as 
long as possible. The intent of the Board of Supervisors is to 
therefore prevent and stop such conduct by adopting daily fines for 
unlawful or nuisance Commercial Cannabis Activities. 

"D. Unlawful or Nuisance Cannabis Cultivation - Fines. Because each unlawful 
Cannabis Cultivation is a violation of the County Code and a public nuisance 
with unique impacts with a need for urgent abatement, and in order to 
enforce the County Code to protect the public health, safety and welfare, 
the purpose and intent of this Chapter is to impose the immediate imposition 
of daily fines for each and every unlawful Cannabis Cultivation. Each and 
every Cannabis plant in excess of 6 Live plants is a separate and distinct 
violation. Each day is a separate and distinct violation. Pursuant to 
Government Code section 53069.4 and other applicable constitutional and 
statutory authority, unlawful Cannabis Cultivation shall be considered a 
misdemeanor and the following daily fines are imposed upon each and 
every Cannabis plant in excess of 6 live plants: 
(1) A fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000) per plant. 

"E. A violation of building, plumbing, electrical, or other similar structural, health 
and safety, or zoning requirements that exists as a result of, or to facilitate, 
the illegal Cultivation of cannabis may be subject to an immediate imposition 
of an administrative penalty which shall be the maximum allowed pursuant 
to Government Code section 25132 per violation, per day, except as 
otherwise provided for below. 
(1) Penalty imposition may be delayed and a property owner shall be 

permitted fifteen (15) days to correct violations of this chapter if all of 
the following conditions are met: 
a. The property where the cultivation is occurring is being rented 
or leased and a tenant is in possession. 
b. The property owner or agent can provide evidence that the 
rental or lease agreement prohibits the cultivation of cannabis. 
c. The property owner or agent did not know the tenant was 
illegally cultivating cannabis and no complaint, property inspection, 
or other information provided the property owner or agent with actual 
notice of the illegal cannabis cultivation. 
e. The immediate imposition of daily fines per Live plant at a 
Cultivation site for unlawful Cannabis Cultivation is necessary 
because such activity poses unique and immediate risks to public 
health and safety and to the natural environment. Unlawful Cannabis 
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Cultivation is also potentially lucrative enough to incentivize unlawful 
activity at Cannabis Cultivation sites for as long as possible pending 
harvest. Illegal cannabis cultivation presents a real and imminent 
threat to the public health, safety, and welfare. The unregulated 
cultivation of a large number of cannabis plants on any property 
substantially increases the risk of violent criminal activity. Crimes 
such as home invasion robbery, burglary, assault, and homicide 
occur substantially more frequently on and around properties where 
cannabis is illegally grown. Cannabis cultivation also creates 
increased nuisance impacts to neighboring properties because the 
hazardous wastes and solvents used in illegal cultivation, and strong, 
malodorous, and potentially noxious odors which come from the 
plants compromise the health and safety of nearby residents. The 
intent of the Board of Supervisors is to therefore prevent and stop 
such conduct by adopting higher daily fines per each Live plant at a 
Cultivation site that constitutes unlawful Cannabis Cultivation. 

"F. Any cannabis cultivation in violation of this chapter is also subject to the 
California Uniform Controlled Substances Act (Division 10 of the California 
Health and Safety Code), including the provisions in Chapter 8, 
(commencing with Section 11469) relating to the seizure, forfeiture, and 
destruction of property. 

"G. Payment of Fine and Penalty. 
(1) Any fine and any penalty imposed pursuant to the provisions in this 
Chapter shall be paid to the county within 30 days from the date of issuance 
of the administrative citation. Any person who fails to pay to the county any 
fine or penalty imposed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter on or 
before the date that the fine is due also shall be liable for the payment of 
any applicable late payment charge as may be adopted by the Board of 
Supervisors by resolution. 
(2) Any administrative citation fine paid shall be refunded if it is 
determined by the Administrative Hearing Officer that the person charged 
in the administrative citation was not responsible for the violation or that 
there was no violation. 
(3) The county may collect any past due administrative citation fine, late 
payment charge(s), and its collections costs by use of all available legal 
means. The failure of any person to pay a fine assessed by an 
administrative citation or a late payment charge or collections costs related 
to an administrative citation, by the due date shall constitute a debt to the 
county. The county may seek payment of the debt by use of all available 
legal means, including but not limited to the following: 

(a) The county may refer the debt to the Auditor and controller for 
collection. 

(b) The county may file a civil action to recover the debt. 
(c) The county may impose a code enforcement lien upon the real 

property upon which the violation is located. The lien shall continue until all 
fines, late payment charges and other costs owed are fully paid. Any lien 
imposed pursuant to this chapter shall attach upon the recordation of a 
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notice of code enforcement lien in the Office of the County Recorder. 
(d) Recovery through the Franchise Tax Board. 

"H. In the event of any conflict between the penalties set forth in this chapter 
and any penalties set forth in State law, the maximum penalties allowable 
under State law shall govern." 

Section 10. Section 6.78.265 of the Stanislaus County Code is added to read as 
follows: 

"6.78.265 Abatement Procedure for Unlawful or Nuisance Commercial 
Cannabis Activity and Unlawful Cannabis Cultivation. 

"A. In cases involving unlawful or nuisance Commercial Cannabis Activities, as 
defined in this Chapter, the Chief Executive Officer, or designee, may issue 
a notice of violation, administrative citation and order to abate, and notice 
of hearing in accordance with this section. The notice of violation, 
administrative citation and order to abate, and notice of hearing shall: 
(1) Identify the owner(s) of the property upon which the violation(s) exist, 

as named in the records of the County Assessor, and identify the 
occupant(s), if other than the owner(s), and if known or reasonably 
identifiable; 

(2) Describe the location of such property by its commonly-used street 
address, giving the name or number of the street, road, or highway 
and the number, if any, of the property; 

(3) Identify the property by reference to the assessor's parcel number; 
(4) Contain a statement that one or more violations of county code or 

other applicable law exist relating to the unlawful Cannabis 
Cultivation Commercial Cannabis Activity on the property and 
describing the violation(s) that exist and the actions required to 
abate; 

(5) Contain a statement for unlawful Cannabis Cultivation that there is 
an immediate imposition of fines in accordance with section 
6.78.260(d) and such fines shall be imposed on a daily basis per Live 
plant until such time as the violation(s) ceases(s). For all other 
Commercial Cannabis Activities, contain a statement that if not timely 
abated, fines per violation per day will begin to accrue in accordance 
with California Government Code section 25132, subdivisions (a) 
and (b) and 6.78.260 subdivision (c); 

(6) Contain a statement that the owner(s) or occupant(s) is required to 
abate the stated violation(s) within three (3) calendar days after the 
date that said notice of violation, administrative citation, imposition of 
fine(s), and order to abate, and notice of hearing was served as 
provided in this section; 

(7) Notify the recipient(s) that, unless the owner(s) or occupant(s) abates 
the' violation(s) and provides proof of abatement satisfactory to the 
Chief Executive Officer, or designee, a hearing will be scheduled and 
held before a hearing officer appointed in accordance with this 
Chapter to determine whether there is any reason why the 
violation(s) should not be abated, The notice of violation, 
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administrative citation, imposition of fine(s), and order to abate, and 
notice of hearing shall specify the date, time, and location of this 
hearing, and state that the owner(s) or occupant(s) will be given an 
opportunity at the hearing to present and elicit testimony and/or other 
evidence regarding whether the conditions existing on the property 
constitute a violation of the County Code, or whether there is any 
other good cause why those conditions should not be abated; 

(8) Contain a statement that, unless the owner(s) or occupant(s) abates 
the violation(s), or shows good cause before the administrative 
hearing officer why the conditions should not be abated, the Chief 
Executive Officer, or designee, will abate the nuisance. It shall also 
state that the costs of abatement, including administrative costs, may 
be made a special assessment added to the county assessment roll 
and become a lien on the real property. 

"B. The notice of violation, administrative citation and order to abate, imposition 
of fine(s), and notice of hearing shall be: (1) personally served, or served by 
overnight mail or overnight courier service on the property owner(s) and 
occupant(s) (if different); and (2) posted in two conspicuous locations on the 
subject property. The failure of any owner(s) or occupant(s) to allow the 
posting of notice or to receive a notice of violation, administrative citation 
and order to abate, and notice of hearing served in accordance with this 
section shall not affect the validity of the proceedings under this section. 

"C. The hearing procedure shall be conducted according to Section 6.78.185. 
"D. Appeals of Administrative Hearing Decisions and Orders. All final 

administrative decisions or orders may be appealed pursuant to 
Government Code Section 53069.4 or Code of Civil Procedure Section 
1094.5 as applicable." 

Section 11. Section 6. 78.260 of the Stanislaus County Code is amended to read 
as follows: 

"6.78.270 Each Violation a Separate Offense. 
"Each and every violation of this Chapter shall constitute a separate violation and 
shall be subject to all remedies and enforcement measures authorized by 
Stanislaus County Code. Additionally, as a nuisance per se, any violation of this 
Chapter shall be subject to injunctive relief, any permit issued pursuant to this 
Chapter being deemed null and void, disgorgement and payment to the County by 
Permittee of any monies unlawfully obtained, payment by the Permittee of the 
County's costs of abatement, costs of investigation, attorney fees, and any other 
relief or remedy available at law or in equity. Stanislaus County may also pursue 
any and all remedies and actions available and applicable under state and local 
laws for any violations committed by the Commercial Cannabis Activity or persons 
related to, or associated with, the Commercial Cannabis Activity. Additionally, 
when there is determined to be an imminent threat to public health, safety or 
welfare, the County may take immediate action to temporarily suspend a 
Commercial Cannabis Activity Permit issued by the County or abate an unlawful 
Cannabis Cultivation, pending a hearing. The determination of an immediate 
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threat to public health, safety or welfare may be made by any County law 
enforcement officer or any County employee authorized by the County to make an 
inspection of the Commercial Cannabis Activity or unlawful Cannabis Cultivation. 
Any delay by the County law enforcement officer or County employee to take 
immediate action to temporarily suspend any Commercial Cannabis Activity or 
unlawful Cannabis Cultivation shall not be deemed to constitute or imply that there 
was no immediate threat to public health safety or welfare." 

Section 12. This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days from and after the 
date of its passage and before the expiration of fifteen (15) days after its passage it shall 
be published once, with the names of the members voting for and against the same, in 
the Modesto Bee, a newspaper published in the County of Stanislaus, State of California. 

Upon motion of Supervisor Berryhill , seconded by Supervisor 
Chiesa , the foregoing resolution was passed and adopted at a 

regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Stanislaus, State of 
California, the 19th day of November , 2019, by the following called 
vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

Supervisors: Chiesa, Berryhill, DeMartini and Oiairman Withrow 

Supervisors: None 

ABSENT: Supervisors: Olsen 

ATTEST: 
Elizabeth King 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the 
County of Stanislaus, State of California 

By~e@J ,.):h1tf< ~ 
Deputy 
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~B¥,d of 
Supervisors of the County of Stanislaus, 
State of California 

ORD-56-Q-3 



APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
Thomas Boze Co!:r~~ 
~oze 
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