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Introduction

• History and Purpose of Hazardous Materials Business Plan (HMBP)

• Requirements for the Hazardous Materials Business Plan (HMBP) program

• HMBP inspection process

• Common HMBP inspection violations



What is a HMBP

• A Hazardous Materials Business Plan (HMBP) is a document containing 
detailed information on the:

• Inventory of hazardous materials stored in reportable quantities at a facility

• Emergency Response Plans and procedures in the event of a release or 
threatened release of a hazardous material

• Training for all new employees and annual refresher training, for all employees, in 
safety procedures in the event of a release or threatened release of a hazardous 
material

• Annotated site map meeting the requirements of CA Heath and Safety Code, Ch. 
6.95, Section 25505(a)(2)



The Purpose of the HMBP

• The intent of the law for the HMBP is to:

• Provide basic information necessary for use by first responders 
in order to prevent or mitigate damage to public health, safety 
and/or the environment from a release or threatened release of 
a hazardous material

• Satisfies federal and state Community Right-to-Know laws



What is a Hazardous Material?
• "Hazardous Material" means any material that, because of its 

quantity, concentration, or physical or chemical characteristics, 
poses a significant present or potential hazard to human health 
and safety or to the environment if released into the workplace or 
the environment (CA HSC § 25501 (n)(1)))

• "Hazardous materials" include, but are not limited to, hazardous 
substances, hazardous waste, and any material that a handler or 
the unified program agency has a reasonable basis for believing 
that it would be injurious to the health and safety of persons or 
harmful to the environment if released into the workplace or the 
environment (CA HSC § 25501 (n)(2)))



Indicators of Hazardous Material

• A material in which the manufacturer is required to prepare an SDS

• Container labeling has specific hazard warnings, graphics, or 
phrases (caution, danger, irritant, toxic)

• Radioactive materials

• Hazardous wastes

• Listed on a state or federal hazardous material list

• Falls in a US DOT Hazardous Class 

• Specified by a City or County ordinance



Who Must Complete and Submit a HMBP?

• CA HSC §25507(a) requires an owner or operator of a facility to complete and 
electronically submit a HMBP if the facility handles a hazardous material or 
mixture containing a hazardous material that has a quantity at any one time 
during the reporting year equal to or greater than:

• 55 gallons (liquids)

• 500 pounds (solids)

• 200 cubic feet (compressed gas)

• Exception: Extremely hazardous substances, as defined by the Code of Federal 
Regulations, Title 40, §355.61 Threshold planning quantity (Appendix A, Appendix B of 
Part 355) may be required to be reported at lower thresholds to meet federal reporting 
requirements or to comply with local fire department Hazardous Materials 

• Ex. Exception: Combustible metals and alloys



HMBP Exemptions, CA HSC §25507(b)

• Compressed air used for emergency response and safety; all amounts exempt

• Consumer products in a retail establishment (not including those stored at a distribution 
center, manufacturing facility, or where a product is dispensed); all amounts exempt

• Inert Gases - Simple asphyxiants (nitrogen, helium, argon, neon, krypton, xenon) which only 
health and physical hazards are simple asphyxiation and pressure release; <1,000 cubic feet

• CalEPA guidance: https://calepa.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2016/10/CUPA-
Bulletins-2012yr-June7UP1106.pdf

• CO2 <1,000 cubic feet at standard temp. and pressure

• Oxygen, nitrogen, and nitrous oxide used at a health service facility (medical, veterinary, etc.) 
<1,000 cubic feet 

• Nonflammable refrigerant gases used in a refrigeration system <1,000 cubic feet 

• Irritants and sensitizers, applies to solids or liquids, which are classified as a hazard solely as 
an irritant or sensitizer; <5,000 lbs. for solids or <550 gallons for liquids

• CalEPA guidance: https://calepa.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2016/10/CUPA-
Bulletins-2012yr-June7UP1107.pdf

https://calepa.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2016/10/CUPA-Bulletins-2012yr-June7UP1106.pdf
https://calepa.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2016/10/CUPA-Bulletins-2012yr-June7UP1107.pdf


California Environmental Reporting System 
(CERS)
• The California Environmental Reporting System (CERS) is the statewide 

web-based system which supports the electronic exchange of required 
Unified Program information between regulated businesses, local 
governments and the U.S. EPA

• Mandated by CA Health and Safety Code, Ch. 6.95 and AB 2286, 
effective 1/1/2009

• Requires all Unified Program Agency (UPA) regulated businesses to report and 
submit mandatory information electronically through CERS or a local UPA portal

• SCHMD = local UPA, does not have local portal



How Often Do I Need to Update My HMBP in 
CERS?
• Was annually, on or by March 1st

• AB-1429, became effective January 1, 2020

• In brief:

• Handlers not subject to Tier II information pursuant to the Emergency Planning and 
Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA) and the Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act 
(APSA) reporting requirements:

• May submit their HMBP once every 3 years rather than annually

• State guidance: https://www.stancounty.com/er/hazmat/pdf/HMBP-AB-1429.pdf

• example: “If facility last due date was 7/1/2019, the next due date will be 7/1/2022.” 
However, SCHMD requests all business affected by AB-1429 to submit once more in 
2020

https://www.stancounty.com/er/hazmat/pdf/HMBP-AB-1429.pdf


HMBP Requirements in CERS

• Facility Information – Must always be submitted when submitted any other 
submittal element

• Business Activities & Owner/Operator Identification

• Hazardous Materials Inventory & Annotated Facility Site Map

• Emergency Response Plan & Employee Training Plan



Site Map Requirements

• Facility address

• North orientation

• Adjacent streets

• Hazmat locations

• Emergency shutoffs (water, electricity, gas)

• Storm drains/sewers

• Emergency response equipment

• Evacuation staging area



Example



Emergency Response Plan

• Emergency contacts

• Spill reporting

• Containment and cleanup 
procedures

• Evacuation procedures

• Emergency equipment

• Earthquake vulnerability 

• Training plan



Spill Reporting

• Upon observing a release or threatened release Immediate 
notification to local agency and Cal OES (800)852-7550 with the 
following information (HSC 25510):

• Name of caller

• Location, date, time of release

• Info on the hazmat and amount release

• Impact on the environment (entry into waterways, leaching into soil, etc.)



Employee Training Plan

• This section may satisfy the 
Employee Training Plan component 
of the HMBP submittal

• Employees should be trained on 
safety and/or mitigation procedures 
in the event of a release

• Notification and evacuation 
procedures

• Training must be documented, 
documentation available for 3 years



HMBP Inspection Process
• Obtain consent to conduct inspection

• Consent should be provided by personnel with authority, i.e. a manager, 
supervisor, lead, etc.

• Complete walk through of the facility, observe where hazmat is 
stored/handled, make note of hazmat stored onsite in reportable 
quantities and gain a basic understanding of the facilities process.

• Make sure that the site has the Hazardous Materials Business Plan 
and emergency response plan readily available on site.

• Make sure CERS business owner/operator and chemical inventory 
is accurate.

• Make sure CERS inventory, owner, or business name has been 
updated within 30 days of a major change.



HMBP Inspection Process Continued

• Make sure that facility site map is up to date and posted.

• Review employee training records for the previous three years and 
ensure that initial and refresher training is in place.

• Make sure that facility that is on leased site has notified property 
owner of HMBP.

• Write up inspection report and review with the facility operator. 
Make sure to answer any questions or concerns before obtaining 
signature.

• Emailing inspection report to facility once back in the office.



Common Violations for HMBP Inspections
• Complete Hazardous Materials Inventory information has not been 

electronically submitted
o There were items found over the threshold that were not added to the chemical 

inventory in CERS.

• Facility failed to provide initial and annual training and/or maintain training 
records for a minimum of three years

o Training documents were misplaced or training was never documented. Facility must 
keep these records for a minimum of 3 years.

• Site map with all required contents has not been electronically submitted
o Site map is missing key components that were outlined previously (ex. north orientation, 

location of hazardous materials…)



Common Violations Continued

• Business plan not reviewed and electronically certified in CERS as 
complete/accurate on or before the due date

o CERS has not been updated/submitted within the required timeframe

• Failed to update CERS within 30 days of 100% increase or new hazardous 
material; change of address/owner/name; or change in ops



Questions?
Ninos Shamoon
Email: nshamoon@envres.org
Direct: (209) 525-6717
Cell: (209) 278-5306

mailto:nshamoon@envres.org

